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DEFINITIONS: 

Dictionary definition: ‘to develop’ means ‘to
improve’ or ‘to progress, grow’.

Development is a process of improvement and
h i d f b li i d ichanges required for better living and existence.

Dudley Sears defined development as the
d ti d li i ti f t i litreduction and elimination of poverty, inequality
and unemployment within a growing economy.
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DEFINITIONS: BY AMARTYA SEN

…. Development economics is concerned with the
study of the causes of problems facing those
economies where the majority of the population
are in absolute poverty and with finding solutionsare in absolute poverty, and with finding solutions
to those problems in order to raise the quality of
life.
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Ref. In 1987, the Bruntland
Commission published its report,
Our Common Future, in an effort to
link the issues of economic
development and environmentaldevelopment and environmental
stability)
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So is it all just about the environment?

Living within our environmental limits is one of the central principles
of sustainable development One implication of not doing so isof sustainable development. One implication of not doing so is
climate change.

But the focus of sustainable development is far broader than just thep j
environment. It's also about ensuring a strong, healthy and just
society.

Meeting the diverse needs of all people in existing and future
communities, promoting personal wellbeing, social cohesion and
inclusion and creating equal opportunityinclusion, and creating equal opportunity.
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If sustainable development focuses on the 
future, does that mean we lose out now?
Not necessarily. SD is about finding better ways of doing things,
both for the future and the present We might need to change the

,

both for the future and the present.We might need to change the
way we work and live now, but this doesn't mean our quality of
life will be reduced.

A sustainable development approach can bring many benefits in
the short to medium term.

Examples …

Bike sharing in
NewYork Cityy
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Green Lifestyle
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How does it affect me?
The way we approach development affects everyone. The
impacts of our decisions as a society have very real consequences
for people's lives.

Relying on imports rather than growing food locally puts the
country at risk of food shortages in future. Proper planning for
more sustainable food supply chains, can ensure the country has
enough food for the long term futureenough food for the long-term future.

SD provides an approach to making better decisions on the issues
that affect all of our lives By incorporating health plans into thethat affect all of our lives. By incorporating health plans into the
planning of new communities, we can ensure that residents have
easy access to healthcare and leisure facilities.y
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How do we make it happen?

We all have a part to play. Small actions, taken collectively, can
add up to real changeadd up to real change.

By practicing Sustainable Activities in our daily life -

Few examplesFew examples …
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AIMS of Sustainable DevelopmentAIMS of Sustainable Development

Economic – to attain balanced growthg

Ecological – to preserve the eco-system

Social – guarantying equal access to
t ll h itiresources to all human communities
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OBJECTIVES of Sustainable 
Development (Brundtland report)Development (Brundtland report)
Dividing growth.
Changing the quality of growth.
Meeting essential needs of all in terms of job,g j ,
food, energy, water and sanitation.
Ensuring a sustainable populationEnsuring a sustainable population.
Conserving and enhancing the resource base.
R i ti t h l b ildi t h l th tReorienting technology, building technology that
is less exploitative.
Managing environment and economics in
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NEEDS of Sustainable DevelopmentNEEDS of Sustainable Development
To curb or prevent the environmentalp
degradation.
To ensure a safe human lifeTo ensure a safe human life.
To check the exploitative technology and
find alternative sources.
To check the over exploitation and wastageo c ec t e ove e p o tat o a wastage
of natural resources.
T t blTo regenerate renewable energy resources.
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PRINCIPLES of Sustainable 
DevelopmentDevelopment

Integration of environment and economic decision.g
Humans as the caretaker of the environment.
Shared responsibility accountability & decision makingShared responsibility, accountability & decision making.
Prevention and mitigation.
Conservation and waste minimizationConservation and waste minimization.
Enhancement of productivity, capability, quality of
nature and human lifenature and human life.
Rehabilitation and reclamation.
S i ifi d h l i l i iScientific and technological innovations.
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